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Recent Australian Record Shark Mackerel speared  
by Tim McDonald at Smithôs Reef 
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Editorial 

Welcome to edition 8 of Seachange.- the newsletter for members of the Australian Underwater 

Federation Spearfishing Commission. This issue has been compiled by Dr Matt Koopman, and it has a 

large Victorian content to match the Feb 2010 Australian Championships in Victoria.  

LetΩs look at the good news first ς there has been some great fish speared in recent months 

including a new Queensland record Dogtooth Tuna of 56kg by Matt Ludbrook. This was Matts first 

tuna and this man from Townsville is having a great years as he also won the Cloughy Challenge. 

Another positive is the increasing interest from mainstream TV, magazines and newspapers- with 

the second series of Spearing the Menu (Vic) and an upcoming Dec story on the Great Australian 

Shark Watch on Escape with ET (Andrew Ettinghausen). The 60th Anniversary of the USFA was also a 

great event in Sydney. Well done to the organisers for bringing together almost two hundred old 

spearfishers as well as some of the legends of the sport. 

Now the sad news- there has been a death of a young spearfisher in Queensland and also a severe 

accident when a young diver was speared in Victoria. And there have been several deaths in 

swimming pools while spearfishers have been training alone. We all know that our sport is 

dangerous and many of us have had close calls with boat strike, shallow water blackout, fatigue and 

shark attack. Yes, AUF members have insurance but we hope we will never need it. It is much better 

to minimise risk by being prepared and to prevent accidents. As a result of concerns about safety a 

call has been raised for a review of what we do and how we can do it better. Some individuals have 

some great ideas such as a DVD but we need to ensure that we have consistent message and link 

these to training, procedures, safety codes, all dives and competitions. Other sad news is that there 

is still disunity of Spearfishing in Australia as the President of USFA wants to only focus on NSW 

issues. It is pleasing that some notable exceptions and exceptional NSW divers are staying with the 

AUF such as the Coffs Harbour Bluewater Freedivers Club and numerous other NSW spearfishers 
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who wish to compete in Australian Championships or claim national records). I have and will 

continue to work with USFA committee to build bridges and aim for a united future.  

Access is also a huge risk for our future activity with more calls for Marine Protected Areas. The Coral 

Sea has been declared a Conservation area and the Green groups have huge funding (over $1 million 

from Pew) and lobbying power to declare no fishing zones. I have been very fortunate to dive the 

Coral Sea and it has clear water and amazing fish and shark life and Australian spearfishers would be 

ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ά9ǾŜǊŜǎǘέ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀǊŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ !¦C {ǇŜŀǊŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

limited funds but will work with other fishing groups (particularly Recfish Australia) and Government 

to determine our most important areas, the issues and try and maximise access for current and 

future recreational spearfishers. If you wish to help you can send a letter to your Minister or donate 

funds. 

Please do your bit for Spearfishing and support the volunteer work of the National Spearfishing 

Commission to tackle Spearfishing issues on your behalf. Membership will only cost you $55 a year 

and this includes comprehensive insurance.. You can now join online at www.auf.com.au.  

There are a few people who put in enormous effort to make a difference- this issue I would 

particularly like to acknowledge Mel Brown for his organisation of the 60th Anniversary of the 

USFA\AUF, Ziya Mustafa for being the organising force behind the Nationals in Victoria, and also 

recognise Tim Nielson for volunteering to manage the Interpacific (competing in Tahiti) and World 

teams in 2009 (competing in Croatia). 

 

Dr Adam Smith, National Chair (Spearfishing)  

Spearfishing@auf.com.au   0418726584 

 

A personal best 9.2kg Mangrove Jack from beautiful north Queensland 

http://www.auf.com.au/
mailto:Spearfishing@auf.com.au
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SPEARFISHING SAFETY RULES  
 

These Safety Rules are intended to minimise the risk of 

injury or mishap to divers engaged in Spearfishing. 

Divers are encouraged to adopt these rules without 

exception and to promote them amongst divers who 

may not be familiar with them. It is the responsibility of 

all A.U.F. members to make our sport as safe as 

possible. 

While engaged in Spearfishing you should: 

* Tow a safety coloured float (yellow, orange or red) with an International Code 

ñAò flag (signifying diver below) displayed in a vertical position above the float. 

* Attach game to the towed float so that the game is carried away from your 

body. 

* Carry a knife that is attached to your body and which is readily accessible. 

* Carry a plastic safety whistle and a reflective signal mirror. 

* Wear a weight belt fitted with a single hand operated, quick release buckle. 

* Never load or carry a loaded speargun out of the water. 

* Ensure that speartips are suitably sheathed while not in use. 

* Ensure that you are not under the influence of any drugs or medication that 

may impair your senses, judgement or physical ability. 

* Cease diving if for any reason you are not feeling well. 

* Take liquids to ensure that you do not suffer the effects of dehydration. 

* Avoid hyperventilating by taking no more than 2 or 3 deep breaths before 

holding your breath. 

* Always dive with a friend or tell someone where you will be diving and your 

estimated time of return. 

* Obtain a current weather report for the time that you will be diving. 

* Be on the alert for boat traffic and ensure that you are visible to passing 
vessels. 

One of the tasks of the National 
Safety Initiative will be to review 
these safety rules- so if you have 
any suggestions please contact 
one of the people on the 
committee 
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BENEFITS FOR AUF MEMBERS 

 

 

SPEARING THE MENU- 15 % discount 

Spearing the MenuΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǇŜŀǊŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊam, is now available on DVD with a 

15 per cent discount being offered to AUF members.  The two-disc DVD set contains all seven 

episodes from the first series. 

 

 


